
Sad music. Girl is sobbing quietly. Bill bottle shakes and

then empties.

Intro

CURTIS

Good morning, Jon.

JON

Are we being civil now?

CURTIS

I was *always* civil to you. You’re

the one who shut-shut me out.

JON

I’m not going to argue with you

every time I come down here.

CURTIS

It doesn’t need to be down here. I

can go with you anywhere in the

hospital.

JON

You’d think that after months of

stalking me while you were alive,

that you’d be sick of it now that

you’re a ghost.

CURTIS

I’M NOT- (Calming) I am not

stalking you... I am interested in

what you’re doing.

JON

Well don’t be. You can move on.

CURTIS

I don’t want to move on. Do you

know how much I can see around

here? How much I can listen in to?

JON

It must be a dream for you.

CURTIS

Let’s say I’m making the most out

the situation.

JON

Good for you. Feel free to evesdrop

on someone else. I have work to do.
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CURTIS

Oh trust me. People around here

know how much work you have to do.

It’s like no one ever stops talking

about you.

JON

I don’t care.

CURTIS

You and your crazy closing rate.

JON

It’s slightly above average.

CURTIS

You and Amelia.

JON

There’s nothing to talk about

there.

CURTIS

If you say so. You can tell me,

doc. For real this time. I

literally can’t tell anyone else.

JON

I think you just like to talk.

CROWLEY knocks on the door to the office.

Door opens

CROWLEY

Hey.

JON

Since when do you knock?

CROWLEY

You... alright?

JON

What do you mean?

CURTIS

He’s fine.

CROWLEY

After the other day.

JON

How is the investigation into Gran

going?
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CROWLEY

It’s still ongoing.

JON

Then I’m still doing the same.

CROWLEY

Look. I’m trying to be considerate

of ... Well, everything.

JON

Why?

CROWLEY

What kind of question is that?!

(Calming herself down) No... No. I

just... I get how this can be hard

to deal with, and...

JON

What the fuck is happening right

now?

CROWLEY

You know what? Nevermind. I’ve got

a case for you.

JON

So give me the case file.

CROWLEY

It’s a priority case.

JON

Aren’t they all?

CROWLEY (GRITTING TEETH)

It’s a fiften year old girl...

Looks like a suicide.

CURTIS

Ah... that’s why she’s acting so

odd.

JON

If it was a suicide, why do you

need me?

CROWLEY (GETTING FRUSTRATED)

Because... The family asked for an

autopsy.
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JON

And we take autopsy requests from

grieving families now?

CURTIS

Is that a thing?

CROWLEY

We do when their last name is

Vanderbilt.

JON

So they want to know what type of

drug she used to sue someone or

something?

CROWLEY

What? No. They don’t believe it was

a suicide.

CURTIS

iiiinteresting.

JON

You have my attention.

CROWLEY

I should have your attention the

entire damn time.

JON

Case file, please.

CROWLEY

Here. Quit being a little bitch.

CURTIS

Wowwwww.

JON

I thought you were trying to be

nice to me today.

CROWLEY

You ruined it. Go figure. (Pause) I

brought her body down here with me,

so get to work.

JON

Best of luck with the whole Gran

investigation.
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CROWLEY

We’ll talk later.

JON

Hmph.

CURTIS

Since when do you stand up to

Sheriff Fran? I miss so much being

stuck here...

JON

Since she threatened to shoot me

yesterday.

CURTIS

Been there, done that.

JON

You seem to be in an awfully good

mood for someone who hates being

dead.

CURTIS

I’m excited for another ghost.

JON

Why?

CURTIS

Because I need to know I’m not the

only one who feels like this.

JON

Are you starting to feel sick?

CURTIS

Yeah... Like... Like I’m not really

here any more. How did you know?

JON

Past experience.

CURTIS

I feel like I’m losing my mind.

JON

You had it in the first place?

CURTIS (CRAZED)

Ha - not funny... Or was it. Haha.
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JON

Anyway... Deceased is Fey

Vanderbilt, fiften years of age.

Four foot, nine inches tall.

Approximately 90 pounds. Blood type

A positive.

CURTIS

I hate this part.

JON

I would imagine it also sucks for

her. But I’m sorry to hear it

upsets you, too.

CURTIS

I didn’t mean it like that.

JON

Please, explain it to me, instead

of allowing me to work.

CURTIS

You do your thing, doc. I’ll just

watch.

JON

Thank you. (Pause) The deceased

shows no signs of external

injuries. Checking with a

blacklight now. (Pause) Nothing.

We’ll be doing dissecting the

stomach to determine the substance

used.

CURTIS

You’re still recording everything,

huh?

JON

I thought you were going to be

quiet.

CURTIS

It goes against my nature.

JON

I bet. (Pause) Fey, are you here?

CURTIS

Fey? It’s alright. You’re not

alone. You can come talk to us.
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JON

Hmph. Nothing. I’ll get started

then.

Surgery sounds

CURTIS

Gahh. That doesn’t bother you?

JON

Why would it?

CURTIS

That’s fair... Cutting someone with

a scalpel does come naturally to

you.

JON

Deceased’s esophagus appears to be

burned. It may have been a

byproduct of vomiting, or from

consuming something in excess, such

as pills.

CURTIS

You keep saying that word -

deceased.

JON

So? She is deceased...

CURTIS

The last case, with Clay... You

called them victim.

JON

They were a victim. They were

murdered.

CURTIS

And this girl was a victim of

suicide...

JON

Suicide is a choice.

CURTIS

Is it? You sound like someone whose

never dealt with those thoughts.

JON

You don’t know a damn thing about

me. And I wasn’t implying that she

wasn’t a victim of something

(MORE)
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JON (cont’d)
terrible. It’s just that... Well,

she didn’t need to kill herself.

FEY

I can hear you guys, you know.

CURTIS (SURPRISED AND THEN SADDEND)

Oh? Oh...

JON

Shit. I’m... I didn’t see you

there.

FEY

It’s fine.

JON

Did you know what’s going on?

FEY

I’m guessing that since my body is

on that table, and you’re all

talking like I’m dead, that I am

actually dead.

JON

You are...

FEY

Are you both dead, too?

CURTIS

I am.

JON

I’m not.

FEY

But you can see me? And... Him?

JON

Yes, I can. I don’t know how to

explain it, but I’m here to help

you.

FEY

Help me with what?

JON

Well... Figuring out what happened,

and how to deal with it.
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CURTIS

Is that what you do?

JON

Yes. Of course. Now can you please

stop butting in?

FEY

You guys are weird. What did you

mean figure out what happened?

JON

Like... How you...

FEY

I swallowed a bottle of pills.

JON

You weren’t poisoned?

FEY

No. Of course not... Why?

CURTIS

Your parents seem to think someone

killed you.

FEY (ANNOYED)

Of course they do.

JON

Curtis.

CURTIS

I don’t want to over step, but did

you try to tell them how you were

feeling before?

JON

Curtis!

FEY

It’s okay. (Sigh) Yes, I did. My

parents... I’m sure you saw my last

name on that chart of yours.

JON

I did.

FEY

Yeah, well. We’re... Er... We

*were* like the furthest removed

cousins. One of the last that

(MORE)
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FEY (cont’d)

actually still lived here. The rest

moved away, but no, not my parents.

They loved the prestige of the

Vanderbilt name that came with

living here. And even though we

weren’t rich or anything, it was

always about appearances.

CURTIS

Let me guess - they didn’t want to

hear about your problems?

JON

You’re leading her.

FEY

He’s right, though. They never

listened to me. They just sent me

to our family counselor.

CURTIS

And it didn’t help?

FEY

I wouldn’t be here if it did.

JON

So why do your parents think

someone killed you?

FEY

I’m sure they didn’t want to

believe their precious family had

any problems.

JON

That seems like such a reach...

Even for people in denial.

FEY

That’s my parents for ya. They

never wanted to admit that anything

was wrong. Not with money, not with

me, nothing.

CURTIS

It’s amazing how much our parents

can influence our lives.

JON

Hmph.
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FEY

Or our deaths, huh? Did you kill

yourself, too?

CURTIS

No, haha. Actually, the good doc

here-

JON

Curtis...

CURTIS

I didn’t kill myself, but I did try

before.

FEY

Really?

CURTIS

Yeah. Years ago... My parents

screwed me up too, but in a

different way. I was safe haven

surrendered at Springfield General.

FEY

Here?

CURTIS

Yeah. I was only a few months old,

so I don’t remember it, obviously.

But it was just the beginning of

feeling like I never fit in.

FEY

I get that...

JON

Ahem. I’m going to continue the

autopsy. You may want to look away.

FEY

It’s fine.

JON

Continuing down past the esophagus,

I see a bit more of a burn. And now

into the stomach...

CURTIS

What made you do it?

Jon slams down a scalpel
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JON

Jesus Christ.

CURTIS

It’s a fair question.

JON

You don’t need to answer that, Fey.

FEY

It’s okay...

CURTIS

Is it because it isn’t relevant to

the case?

JON

What?

CURTIS

You did this last time. You only

ask questions if they have an

impact on the case itself.

JON

Am I not supposed to solve cases

now?

CURTIS

Yes, that’s absolutely what I’m

suggesting.

FEY

Guys...

JON

Then what are you suggesting?

CURTIS

I’m suggesting that you’re good at

pretending like you care, but when

it comes down to it, it’s only

about solving the case. You don’t

care about the actual people behind

the case file.

JON

That’s not true, I-

FEY

GUYS! Stop bickering.
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JON

Sorry. He’s projecting.

FEY

Do you really want to know? What’s

your name?

CURTIS

It’s Curtis. And yes, I do...

FEY

And you don’t?

JON

Or course I do.

FEY

"Of course" you do...

JON

I am sorry that you’re dead.

FEY

Why?

JON

Geez. From you too?

FEY

No. I mean, why are you sorry that

I killed myself? You said earlier

that it was a choice, and you’re

right. It was a choice. And it was

a choice I stick by. There’s no

reason to be sad.

Awkward silence

JON

I’m... Moving down to examine the

contents of the victim’s stomach...

CURTIS

Do you feel better? After you

killed yourself, I mean.

FEY

I... Don’t know how to answer that.

I mean. I’m not regretting it, or

anything. I’m glad I did it... It’s

just... I don’t feel relieved or

different at all. Am I supposed to?
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JON

I have no idea.

CURTIS

I don’t think so. I guess... I

don’t think being dead is supposed

to be this freeing thing. At least

not in this state.

FEY

What do you mean?

CURTIS

There is a calm that I feel from

not having a physical body. You get

rid of the agitations and physical

pain, but you’re still you. Do you

still feel like yourself?

FEY

Yes... Of course. Why?

CURTIS

And you still think like you used

to while you were alive, right?

FEY

Yeah.

CURTIS

I did, too. At least at first. And

even though we’re dead, we’re still

the same people. I don’t think

this... this "in between" being is

supposed to change that. But it

does change... And it changes

quickly.

FEY

What do you mean?

CURTIS

The longer you’re here... As a

ghost... The worse it becomes. At

first, it’s a blessing to no longer

be able to feel - no pain, no

hunger. And then you start to

realize you can’t feel

*anything*... No more touch. No

more smell... All we have is sight.

And we can watch the living as they

get to feel... It’s miserable.
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FEY

Is there... Something more?

JON

There is. You’re not trapped here.

FEY

So I can just choose to move on at

any time?

JON

From my experience, Yes.

FEY

Alright cool. See ya!

CURTIS

W-wait!

JON

What?

CURTIS

Fey, you don’t know what’s after

this.

JON

Curtis, just let her.

CURTIS

No. Let me speak.

FEY

You just said being a ghost for

longer is terrible. I have no

reason to stick around.

CURTIS

Being a ghost is a step in

between... I still have my emotions

and my cog-cog-cognitive functions.

That’s all that I have right now...

What if there really is NOTHING

when we move on?

JON

Or what if there’s happiness.

CURTIS

What little we have left could be

GONE!
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FEY

Nothingness doesn’t sound so bad...

CURTIS

You don’t know.

JON

Curtis, is that what you’re afraid

of?

Lab door opens

CROWLEY

Hey, doc. Got anything for me?

Whoa. Flashbacks.

JON

Crowley.

FEY

Who is she?

CURTIS

Sheriff Fran. She brought you in

here.

FEY

Can she see ghosts?

JON

No.

CROWLEY

No, you don’t have anything for me?

JON

Uhh.

CURTIS

This could get tricky.

JON

No. I mean, I’m analyzing the

stomach contents, and from what I

can tell, it looks like suicide.

But I’ll need a few hours to sift

through and test the contents.

CROWLEY

Give me a percentage. Suicide to

murder.
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CURTIS

Fey, don’t - don’t leave yet.

FEY

Can I get a tour of the hospital?

CURTIS

Of course... And we can talk.

JON

Wait. God damnit.

CROWLEY

See, this is exactly why I can’t

deal with you.

JON

What?

CROWLEY

You’re even more moody than you

used to be, since the incident.

JON

I wasn’t -

CROWLEY

I talked to doctor Kim this morning

before coming down here.

JON

Why?

CROWLEY

Because I don’t think you should be

cleared to work.

JON

What the fuck?

PHD

Speak of the devil.

JON

What is this? I’m working.

PHD

So this is where the magic happens,

huh?

JON

Nothing magical about it.
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CROWLEY

I told you he was testy today.

JON

I don’t have time for some inquest

or intervention.

PHD

It’s not an intervention, Jonathan.

I just wanted to chat with both of

you.

JON

And you thought doing it down here

would ... What? Make me

uncomfortable and relive some of my

trauma.

PHD

I see your psychology rotation

knowledge did stick with you a bit.

But no, I’m not here to shock you

into dealing with your suffering,

although I do think you need to.

I’m here because I wanted to see

how you were dealing with work.

CROWLEY

Badly.

JON

Just because we argue doesn’t mean

I can’t do my job.

PHD

Do you mind if I use this table

here to set up my recorder?

CROWLEY

Don’t bother. Spacer here records

everything already.

PHD

Oh do you? (Pause) Look at that.

CROWLEY

I never see him without it. Must be

some kind of doctor thing.

JON

Are we having a full therapy

session now? I’m working.
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PHD

Just recording for reference later.

JON

Reference for what?

PHD

How would you say today has been?

JON

Busy. Why?

PHD

That’s good to hear, since you

skipped your appointment this

morning.

JON

I had a case.

CROWLEY

I went to grab you out of Dr. Kim’s

office to give you the case file.

You were already down here.

JON

I must have known a case was coming

then. Or I was updating old files.

PHD

These sessions are mandatory,

Jonathan.

JON

Jon.

PHD

Fran mentioned to me earlier that

you were hostile toward her

yesterday. What triggered you?

JON

Triggered me? Nothing triggered me.

CROWLEY

You seem pretty triggered right

now.

JON

We yell at each other, Crowley. You

bark at me all the time, and doctor

Kim here said I needed to stop

keeping my frustrations inside, so

that’s what I’m doing.
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CROWLEY

I’m your boss, you little-

PHD

She’s right, Jonathan. And as much

as I’m glad you’re at least trying

to take my recommendations to

heart, you and I both know this was

not what I meant.

JON

Fine. She was sidelining me again.

CROWLEY

You were disobeying orders in the

field.

JON

This isn’t a warzone. I was helping

and you’re just mad that I stood up

for myself for once.

CROWLEY (ANGRILY)

I was trying to keep you safe-

PHD

This isn’t the time or place for a

yelling match. In fact, there is

probably never a time or place for

something like that. Do you two do

this often?

JON

Yes.

CROWLEY

No.

PHD

Fine. But that’s not healthy for

either of you. Let’s try to

identify the root of the

frustration between you two. Fran,

you go first.

JON

Am I allowed to... Work during

this, because, I’ve got my hands

literally full.

PHD

That’s why I came down here instead

of asking you to come see me.
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JON

I hope you see how absurd this

whole thing is.

PHD

Next time you’re free to come to

your scheduled appointment. Fran?

CROWLEY

Why does Spacer annoy me?

PHD

Not in... So many words, but yes.

JON

I can tell you exactly why: She

doesn’t want my help. I’m always

overstepping and trying to "run the

case". And she thinks that I think

that I know everything.

CROWLEY

It only took me yelling that at you

twenty times before you got it.

PHD

Jonathan, do you have a response to

Fran’s frustrations? Preferably in

a normal, even tone.

JON

No. I don’t.

CROWLEY

And then he just shuts up. After

saying what he wants.

JON

The stomach contents appear to be

normal, by the way. I’ll run a

toxicology report to ensure there

are no signs of poison, but I’m 99%

sure it’s a suicide.

PHD

Why are you trying to deflect?

JON

I’m trying to do my job while two

people try to string me out to dry.
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PHD

That’s an interesting choice of

wording.

CROWLEY

Mind if I explain why *he’s* so

angry?

PHD

I don’t think that-

CROWLEY

He’s mad because he has to do

things he doesn’t want to. And take

orders from someone he doesn’t want

to listen to.

JON

I’m mad because you don’t trust me!

You never have. You didn’t when I

was scared about Curtis, and look

what happened. And now you don’t

trust me to do my job or to even be

alone. You put me on a damn watch

list with HER as my babysitter. I’m

still under investigation into the

death of a man who ATTACKED ME. I

am not the bad guy here, but you

seem to think I am.

PHD

Fran... if you’ve got a few

minutes, do you mind if we talk

separately? I had hoped we’d be

able to do this together, but it

seems like that’s not going to be

an option.

CROWLEY

Fine. I’m going for a smoke.

Jon breathing heavily as crowley leaves

PHD

Jonathan...

JON

Was this all just to push me into

exploding?

PHD

I’m glad you were assigned to me.

This is important for you.
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JON

Fuck. You.

PHD

Now now. Let’s not forget that you

need me, Jonathan. You need me to

clear you for work. And telling me

off isn’t going to help that, now

is it?

Omphd starts to leave

PHD (cont’d)

Oh, and Jonathan...

JON

It’s Jon.

PHD

I’d like a copy of your case file’s

audio logs.

JON

What?

PHD

Just to listen through. If we’re

going to get to the root of your

anger, I think we should hear how

you behave on other cases.

Door shuts. Silence.

JON (SHAKING)

Shit. (Pause) shit shit shit.

Jon runs into the office and we hear him tearing through

papers in the background.


