(Driving)

CRONLEY
Do NOT nmake ne regret bringing you.
JON
You won’t.
CRONLEY
And you better damm well believe
that you' Il be next to ne the
entire tine you're in there.
JON
| got it.
CRONLEY

Bad shit happens when you’'re al one.

JON
"Bad things happen,’” huh? |’ ve
heard that recently.

CRONLEY
Because it’'s true.

JON
And because you said it to (the
t herapi st) ?

CRONLEY
This isn't the tinme or the place.
JON
Yeah, well... Honestly, if anything
does go down, |'Il be glad to have
someone with a gun next to ne.
CROALEY
Soneone not trying to shoot you.
JON
Vel |, yeah.
CROALEY
Not right now at | east.
JON
Funny.
CRONLEY
Come on.

Car doors. Anbul ance sounds



JON

Hold up... I'mstill... Alittle
sl ow.
CRONLEY
You can say that again.
JON
You know what | nean.
MENDEZ
Sheriff.
CRONLEY
Mendez.
MENDEZ
Is this the fanmous doctor?
JON
Fanous?
MENDEZ

You've got the linp - where s your
bottl e of Vicodin?

JON
Excuse ne?

MENDEZ
You know li ke... The TV show.

JON
| don't watch TV..

CRONLEY
W' re going in. You m nd opening
t he tape?

JON
So this is it, huh... 662 Smth
Lane.

CRONLEY
You don't have to say it like a
fucking weirdo. Yes. This is the
pl ace. Are you up for going in?

JON
O course. Wiy wouldn't | be?



CROALEY
Just wondering. Runor has it you're
alittle skiddish now That’s what

sonething like this will do to ya,
t hough.

JON
I"’mfine. Just... Bring me up to
speed. (Ugh.)

VENDEZ

Good to go, boss.

CROALEY
Child protective services was sent
here this norning. They arrived and
got no response frominside the
house. W got here about an hour
ago but didn’'t nmake it far in.

JON
Why not ?

MENDEZ
|’ ve seen sone shit, but | haven't
seen ANYTH NG | i ke this before.

JON
Li ke what ?

CRONLEY
It’s fucked up. The usual spooky
shit doesn’t bother you, but |I'm
just saying... Go in prepared.

JON
That "spooky shit"?

CRONLEY
Before we go in - did you bring
t hent?

JON
The surgical masks? Yeah. | brought
a few

CROALEY

Good. G ve ne two. Put on one.
Leave the rest out here in case
soneone el se needs to go in. Here.



MENDEZ
Thank you.

JON
| have Carrion if that's easier.

CROALEY
It’s... Worse than that. It wasn’t
the snell that was the problem

JON
That bad?

MENDEZ
You' re in for a shock

CROALEY
Spacer, you stay behind ne, and in
front of Mendez. Do not touch
ANYTHI NG wi t hout |etting one of us
know first, you got it?

JON
Jesus christ, what are we wal ki ng
i nto?

VENDEZ

| got three EMIs waiting on the
side, too. Just need to radi o out.

CROALEY
Sounds good. (On radio) Sheriff
Crowl ey, Jonat han Spacer, Ceorge
Mendez heading in, copy.

RADI O
Copy.

VENDEZ
Masks up.

CROALEY

Here we go.
(I'ntro song)

Creaky door and walking in slowy. This scene wll play out
slowy with [ots of wal king, creaking and i ntense anbi ance.
(Muffled slightly due to mask.

Qui etly unless ot herw se
not ed. )

JON
Wait, you' re closing the door
behi nd us?



CRONLEY
O herwi se, we'll be blinded by that
much |ight.
Door cl oses

JON
Jesus christ. It’s pitch black in
her e.
VENDEZ
That’ s why we’ ve got these. Here.
JON
Unhh. Thanks.
CRONLEY

Aimit |low, otherw se you won't see
shit through all the dust.

JON
Li ke hi gh beans during fog.

MENDEZ
Heh. You really do say things |ike
t hat, huh?

JON

Do | *know you?

CROALEY
Shut up, both of you.

CRONLEY ( YELLI NG
This is the Springfield County
Sheriff’'s Departnent giving a final
war ni ng. We have authorization to
enter the premses. If anyone is in
here, present yourself NOW

MENDEZ
If only it were that easy with shit
i ke this.

JON
Wait, you guys haven’t FOUND anyone
in here?

VENDEZ
Not |iving, at |east.

JON
But you swept the place, right?



CRONLEY
First door on the left here. Across
fromthe entryway. Mendez, can you
wat ch the stairs to our right?

VENDEZ
Onit.

CROALEY
Spacer, here.

JON
What ? Li ke a dog?

CRONLEY
This is not a fucking joke. Get in
t he room | ook around.

JON
There’s so much dust. | can barely
see. .
(Gran is alive, but pretends
to be Jeff. Trudy is m ssing.
Mom Ben, Julie, sissy are
dead.)
CRONLEY
(Coughing) The roomis still clear.

(Pause) Mendez?

MENDEZ (FAR AWAY)

Not hi ng.
JON
|”mseeing... Inches of dust on the
floor and walls... There’s what
| ooks i ke a mattress against this
back wal I .
CROALEY
Shuffle along to the far wall.
JON
| m goi ng.

Jon stepson a child s toy. It starts to play a creepy
mechani cal tune.

CROALEY
Jesus Christ; watch your step. All
this is evidence.



JON
l"mtrying! | think... There’s.
What is that?

CROALEY
You tell nme.

JON
There’'s... Something in this
corner. It's a person... O was a

person. Curled up into a ball.
Their skin is tight around their
bones.

CRONLEY
Looks |i ke a skeleton with hair.

JON
It’s a woman. She appears to have
been at | east past adol escence by
the size of her bones, but...
Jesus. She nust have starved.

CRONLEY
How | ong ago?
JON
What ?
CRONLEY
How | ong ago did she die?
JON
|’ mnot sure... Rough estimate, at

| east six nonths. That's a | ot of
deconposi tion.

CROALEY
This was the roomny guys cane into
earlier today.

JON
I f you knew there was a body, why
didn’t you say anything?

CROALEY
Because they weren't sure what they
saw. | only glanced in here before

we taped off the area. Do you think
you can nove her?



JON
| don't...
Bone breaks

JON (cont’ d)
Shit! | definitely can’t now - not
wi t hout danagi ng the remains.

CRONLEY
Here. Put a marker down. Carefully.
There’s a | ot nore house to get

t hr ough.
VENDEZ

Still no sign of anything out here.
CRONLEY

Good. W're noving forward down the
hall. Stay here.

VENDEZ
Cot it.

JON
The wal | paper in this hallway is
falling of the walls... It |ooks

like old fam |y photos, but... |
can barely see themthrough the
dust .

CRONLEY
Spacer, eyes forward, flashlight
up. You're ny light.

VENDEZ
Aww, that’s so sweet.
JON
See? | knew she didn’t hate ne.
CROALEY
| swear to the Lord above, you two.
VENDEZ
Got chu, boss.
CRONLEY
| f anyone is in here, this is your
| ast chance to show yourself. | am

ar ned.



JON
There’s barely any dust on the
fl oor down this hall

CROALEY
There was a trail fromthe stairway
| eadi ng this way.

JON

And no one’s been in this far?
CRONLEY

None of our people, at |east.
JON

Shit...
CRONLEY

Soneone had to be living here with
that kid. He couldn’t have been on
his own for six nonths.

JON
| f the woman died that |ong ago,
you nean?

CRONLEY

Exactly. Soneone el se was here.

JON
A few people..

CRONLEY
How do you figure?

JON
Oh. Uhhh... Watch that fl oorboard.
It’s sticking up

CROALEY
Good eye. W're coning up to a
corner. Step back, but keep your
eyes peel ed.
Chi | dren whi spering and si ngi ng.

JON
So you hear that?

CROALEY
| hear you breathing loudly in ny
ear.
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JON
Neverm nd; sorry. |I'mseeing... A
smal | kitchen table strai ght ahead.
CRONLEY
Clear on the right.
JON
Boarded up wi ndows by a breakf ast
nook.
CRONLEY
Jon!
JON

Sorry. (Pause) nothing straight
ahead. Dirty dishes piled high on
the counters and sink. AOd style
fridge.

CRONLEY
Kitchen's clear. (Yelling) |I’ve got
a door over here.

MENDEZ ( YELLI NG
Good on ny end.

CRONLEY
It’s unl ocked.

JON
Jesus Christ. That’s a padl ock and
chains on the floor.

CRONLEY
And wal |l | ocks attached. You said
it looked like the kid was held
sonewher e

JON
Yeah; a basenent would certainly
fit the bill

CROW.EY
| don’t want to imagine the kind of
shit we'll find down here. You
ready?

Chil dren whi spering intensifies and stops suddenly after a
creak on the fl oorboard.

JON
| don’t see anything at the
I andi ng. Cenent floor from what |
can tell
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CROALEY

There’s no railing.

JON
It’s going to take me a mnute to-

MENDEZ ( YELLI NG
|"ve got novenent! Sheriff.

CRONLEY
Shit. Move!

JON
| - (ack) owl

Jon slips down sone stairs. He pulls his nmask off to yell
Sil ence and then qui ck novenent.

JON (cont’d)
Crow ey! There’s sonet hing down
there, too! Crowl ey? (Mask off)
Shit! Ah. My hip... Fuck. (Pause)
Who’' s down here? Hell 0? (Pause)
Jesus. | know soneone is down
here. ..

JEFF
You're too late. ..

JON
l"mwith the Sheriff’s Departnent.
Pl ease show yoursel f.

JEFF
That light is too bright. Turn it
off and I’'ll show you.

JON ( COUGHI NG
| can’t do that.

JEFF
"1l come to you if you turn it
of f.

JON
Crow ey! Cow ey |I need hel p down
her e!

JEFF

Don't | eave. You need to see this.

JON (COUGHI NG
Stay where you are. 1’'I|l get the
cops and cone back.
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JEFF
| thought you were a cop... Are you
hurt?

JON
I’m (ack). I'"mfine. |I... Just need

to clinb back up here.

JEFF ( ANGRI LY)
Cone down here and | ook!

JON
Stay back. |’ m keeping the |ight
on. And when | get to the (ack) top
of the stairs... I'mclosing this
door .

JEFF (YELLI NG
Don't | eave ne down here!
Jon grunts and cl oses the door. He locks it.

| TS EERILY QUI ET. THERE ARE NO SOUNDS
LI KE BEFORE. HE STAGGERS BACK THROUGH, PARANO D, AND MAKES
H S WAY TO THE FOYER AGAI N.

JON
Crow ey...? ... Mndez? GQuys!
Anyone? What is going on..
Scuffling sound above

JON (cont’ d)
Shit. They' re upstairs... At |east
| hope it’s them (Pause) The front
door is still closed.
Jon ascends the stairs slowy

JON (cont’ d)
" mcom ng up...
EERI LYwal ki ng up stairs. Creepy nusic and sounds. Sounds of
ghost children echoi ng.

JON (cont’ d)
Hello...? Damit. Don’'t tell ne the
kids are...
Chains rattling and saw ng.

CRONLEY (FAR AVAY)
Hurry up.

MENDEZ
|"ve al nost got it.
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JON
Crow ey?
Ghost child runs by
CRONLEY
You' re supposed to be watching the
door .
JON
You left me down there.
CRONLEY
Yeah, well. W’ ve got sonething to

deal with. Loon for yourself.

GRAN ( MEEKLY)
Pl ease... Help ne.

JON
Ww. .. Hes shackled to the wall.

MENDEZ (OUT OF BREATH FROM SAW NG)
Oh, really? Hadn’t noti ced.

JON
Jesus, the stench.
CRONLEY
Spacer, for fuck s sake.
JON
Sorry. | -
GRAN

It’'s okay... He hadn’t let nme out
in sone tine...

CRONLEY
Put your mask back on.
JON
| dropped it down the stairs when -
holy shit.
CROALEY
What ?
JON

There was soneone down t here.

CRONLEY
I n the basenent ?
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JON
Yeah. | heard himafter you left.
GRAN
There shouldn’t be anyone else in
here. ..
CRONLEY
Did you see himl eave?
GRAN
No... | neant... (Coughing neekly)

| " m safe though, right?

CRONLEY
Absol utely. Getting you out of here
alive is our main priority. Soon.

VENDEZ
|’ mgoing as fast as | can.

CRONLEY
Does he have any sort of hiding
pl ace here? O a room of his own.

GRAN
| don’t know... He... Please.
don’t want Jinmy to cone back

JON
G an?
Gran gasps

CRONLEY
What did you call hinP The guy
we're after is Jimy Hooper, age
forty at least. W couldn’t find
any information on the purchase of
this house. It wasn’t in his nane.
Chai ns break and unravel

VENDEZ
Got it!

GRAN
Ch god. Thank you! Thank you! Get
me out of here.

MENDEZ
Whoa. Shouldn’t you take it slow?



GRAN
["m ..
CRONLEY
Spacer, when we all get to the
| andi ng, you escort ... Wat did
you say your nane was?
GRAN
Jeff Li nmon.
CRONLEY
Escort Jeff back to the paranedics.
JON
Me?
CRONLEY
Yeah you.
JON

You have a dozen EMIs out si de.
Can’t they take hinf

CROALEY
Stop arguing and do what | say.
JON
No.
CRONLEY
What ?!
VENDEZ

You two really wanna get into it
out ?

JON
Li stening to your passive advice
was what got ne shot before.

CRONLEY
And not listening to it is going to
get you shot now.

VENDEZ
Sheri ff...

CROALEY
Not by ne. | neant Jimmy, if he’'s
got a gun-

15.
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JON
You’' ve got dozens of doctors out
there, and one coroner in here. You
brought me in for a reason, so
let’s go.

CROALEY
Fine. Mendez open it up and take
t he door agai n.

VENDEZ

Cot it.
GRAN

Daylight... It feels so good..
CRONLEY

Fl ashli ght up. W’ re going back
into the kitchen

JON
| forgot it was on still...
CRONLEY
A qui ck sweep of this room agai n.
Cl ear.
JON
The door is still closed.
CRONLEY

You | ocked it?

JON
Hel | yes | locked it.

CROVNELY
Good. Cover ne.
Crowl ey unl ocks the door.

CROALEY (VH SPERI NG)

Sl ow y.
JON
Not going to announce yourself this
tinme?
CRONLEY
Shh!

They descend the stairs slowy. Another ghost child |aughs
and runs by. Jon gags as they go.



JON
It smells like piss and decay. ..

CROALEY (WH SPERI NG
Shut up. Grab your mask off the
gr ound.

JON
Jesus chri st!

CRONLEY
VWhat ? VWher e?

JON
Thought | saw sonet hi ng.

CROALEY

Damit! Get get down here. Back to

the wall. This corner is clear.

(Yelling) I know you’ re down here.

Where are you?

JEFF (DI STANCE)
Pl ease. .

CROALEY
|’ m not seei ng anyone.

JON
Shh. | hear him

CRONLEY
VWhere, damit?

JON
Under the stairs..

CROALEY
Cone out with your hands up. NOW
This is your |ast warning.

JEFF
Turn that flashlight off...

JON
Stay where you are!

CROALEY
Spacer shut the fuck up. Whoever
here needs to COVE QUT. NOW

is

17.
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JON

You don't see...?
CRONLEY

Shit... A body...
JEFF

Yeah... A few of them Here.
JON

Oh god... | need to -
CROALEY

Don’t nove yet. We still don’t know

if there’s anyone el se down here.
JEFF

There isn't. Not alive at |east.
JON

You' re sure?
CROALEY

Yeah, | need to do a full sweep.
JEFF

It’s just ne now... And ny

daughter, but she... Doesn’t know.
JON

My god. .

Jon runs to the bodies and crowl ey does a sweep.

CROALEY

Spacer! Damit. Stay down.
JON

|”ve got... Three bodi es over

here. ..

CROALEY (FAR AVAY)
Son of a bitch. Mre kids?

JON
Two adults... One kid - a girl.

JEFF ( EMOTI ONLESS AND COLD)
That’'s ny sister Julie and her
husband Ben. And then ny
daughter... Al yssa.
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JON
Si ssy?

JEFF
How did you know?

CROMLEY (FAR AWAY)
Fuck. The roonmis clear, but |I’ve
got shackl es and ropes over here.

JON ( YELLI NG
There’s a mattress on the floor by
ne.

JEFF ( EXCl TED)
Keyton told you all about this
pl ace, didn’t he?

JON ( VWHI SPERI NG)
Are you... Jimmy?

JEFF
Hel | no. Fuck that bastard.

JON
Then who are you? Were is your
body?

JEFF
My nane’s Jeff. | died... A long
time ago. |’ ve been here wat ching
over as nmuch as | could but... Fuck

this place is fucking terrible.

JON
| mso sorry.

JEFF (MAD AND EMOTI ONAL)
Save it. | don't want it. Just tel
me that Keyton made it out okay.

JON
What ?

JEFF (CRYI NG AND ANGRY)
Did he make it? | saw himrun and |
hoped that he' d be safe. But
then... That bastard canme down here
and. ..

CROALEY ( CLOSE)
Shit. What happened?



JEFF (CRYI NG AND ANGRY)
He slit ny baby s throat. And
Julie’s. Ben was already... Well he
di ed and noved on.

JON
The two female victins died
recently... Maybe a few hours ago.
JEFF

You coul d have gotten here sooner.
You shoul d have.

CROVNELY
W were too late..

JON
They're just piled here... Tossed
| i ke garbage.

CRONLEY
Can we nove any of thenf

JON
Yeah... | think so. The two fenale
victins have barely started rigor
nortis... The male victimis

decayi ng, though.

CROWNLEY
Here. Put three markers and let’s
head up for sone bags.

JON
O okay. . .
JEFF
You' re just |eaving agai n?
CROALEY
Come on.
JON
| need to...
CROALEY

Here. Put three markers and let’s
head up for sone bags.

JON
O okay. ..



JEFF

You' re just |eaving again?
CRONLEY

Conme on.
JON

| need to...
JEFF

Tell me that Keyton nade it out.
JON

Wait. W' re missing bodies..
JEFF

Tell me he nmade it.
CRONLEY

Huh? How do you know t hat ?
JON

| just know. | can't...
JEFF

TELL ME!
JON

He didn't make it. He died.

CROALEY
Spacer, what the hell is happening
to you? CGet it together.

JEFF
Keyt on di ed. ..

JON
Keyton died in the hospital... But
hi s body showed us that he was
bei ng abused and nal nouri shed. W
wer e supposed to make it here in
tinme.

CROALEY
Spacer, that’s not. ..

JON
W were supposed to make it...

JEFF
Keyton died... Trying to save his
sister and his cousin. At |east...
My children are at peace now.

21.



JON
Where is Trudy?

CROALEY
Who?

JON
Trudy. ..

JEFF

Trudy Fischer. You didn't find her
body?

JON
Trudy Fischer. Keyton’s cousin. He
was being kept with her in another
room

CROALEY
Did he say that in the ER before he
di ed?

JON
No. What ?

CROALEY
Then what are you tal ki ng about ?
There are no nore roomns.

JON
W' re m ssing sonet hing.

CROALEY
Put your damm mask back on. You're
breathing too nmuch of this crap in.
Let’ s head up.

JEFF
Julie isn't here. | |ooked. Jimy
nmust have taken her with himwhen
he fl ed.

JON
Ji my?
CROALEY

Yeah. W saved soneone today. That
counts for sonething.

JON
Oh. .. Fuck.
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CRONLEY
VWhat now?

JON
Oh fuck.

Jon runs the rest of the way up the stairs.

Jon busts

VENDEZ
Jesus christ, doc. You al nost gave
me a heart attack stonping up here
i ke that.

JON
Let nme out.

VENDEZ
What ' s goi ng on?

CROALEY
Not a clue. | think he’'s
hal | uci nat i ng.

VENDEZ

Well shit. That’s not good.
JEFF

Boo. Haha.

t hrough the door
JON

Were is he?
CRONLEY

The fuck are you doi ng Spacer?
JON

Were is Gan?
EMI

The guy fromthe house?
JON

Yes the guy fromthe- where is he?!
JEFF

You found Jimmy... IN the house?
EMI

He was transported back to the
hospital as soon as he cane out. Is
everything alright doctor Spacer?



CROALEY
Jon! Get your ass over here.

JON!' GET YOUR ASS OVER HERE
Jon grunbl es and coughs over.

CROALEY (VWH SPERI NG)
What in the fuck do you think
you’ re doi ng?

JON
That guy we found wasn’'t Jeff
Li nmon. That was Ji mry Hooper.

CRONLEY
What ? Why do you think that?

JON
| just know it. You have to trust
ne.

JEFF

He was the only male alive..

CRONLEY
So you're telling ne that the
si ckly | ooki ng man we found
shackl ed to the wal k was actual ly
t he abuser?

JON
Yes... | do.

CROALEY
But you don’t have any evidence to
back that up?

JON
Not yet, no.

CROALEY
Ri ght, because you | ooked at a pile
of bodies for a mnute in the near
pitch dark.

JON
The dark... That's it. The
flashlight!

CRONLEY
VWhat about it?



JON
That’'s the evidence: G an never
said the flashlight bothered him
but Jeff-

CROMNLEY
Jeff what?
JEFF
Uh... | don’t think I'’mthe best

exanpl e to use here.

JON
If he were actually trapped in
there for nonths or nore, his eyes
woul d have started burning fromthe
sudden anmount of light fromthe
flashlight. Both Mendez and | had
themon the whole tine and it
didn’t bother him

CROALEY
So your evidence is the fact that
his eyes didn't hurt?

JON
Yes. It’s proof. Just because you
don't like it -

CROALEY
Then what is it you re asking ne to
do?

JON
| don"t... | don't know Just don’'t
l et him go.

CROWNLEY

Let him go? Spacer, this is the
shit 1’ve do been tal ki ng about.
You don’t know anythi ng about how
t hese things work, but you think

you do. That nman will be treated at
the hospital for whatever injuries
he may have, and then he’ll be

guesti oned. Thoroughly. And we’l|
conpare his records to any records
that exist: blood, fingerprints,
phot os, whatever we have.

JEFF
| m sure he destroyed those.
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JON
What if the records were destroyed?
CRONLEY
W will find a way. | don’t need to
expl ai n our process to you.
JON
" mjust saying... You have to at
| east consider this as a
possibility.
CRONLEY

This is a case of child abuse and
human trafficking. If you think
won’'t do every single thing in ny
power to nmake sure we find the
truth here, then you don’t know as
nmuch about nme as you think you do.
(Pause) Now go hone.

JON
What ?

CROALEY
| said go honme. You’ re done for
t oday.

JEFF
Jon?

JON
You can’t just -

CROALEY
Mendez, get himoff of the crine
scene.

MENDEZ
You got it, chief. Cone on, doc.
JON
But the-
VENDEZ
Let’s go...
JEFF

Jon, what the hell? Wat am|
supposed to do?
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Sitting in silence for a nonent. Jon is clicking the

JON
W... | don't.
VENDEZ
Conme on, man. |I’msorry. But you

seemlike this shit got to you rea
bad today.

JON
Mendez... | can’t just |eave.
VENDEZ
We'll sort it out. Once the crine
scene is secure, |I'msure Crow ey
will need you to conme back to get
the bodies if we can’t. Cone on.
JON
But . ..
VENDEZ

Come on. Trust ne. It’'s better we
get you out of here now before ot
gets worse.

JON (YELLI NG
" msorry.

flashlight on and off.

Jon i s si

MENDEZ
Did you catch the Sasquatch gane
yest erday?

JON
The what ?

VENDEZ
The Springfield Sasquatches. ..
You're not a fan?

JON
No.

VENDEZ
Read any good book | ately?
ent, still clicking

MENDEZ (cont’ d)
This is going to sound weird, and
it’s probably not the best tine to
ask, but... You were investigating
that Springfield facility
expl osion, right?

27.



clicking

28.

JON
No. Not any nore.

VENDEZ
But you were. Did you find
anyt hi ng?

JON
Li ke what ?

VENDEZ
Heh. | guess | should just spit it
out. My brother, Alex, was a
janitor there... Well, custodi al
engi neer, ha... But he went m ssing
the sane day as the accident. |
al ways wondered i f anyone ever
found his body...

JON
l’m.. So sorry to hear that. No...
| - | don’t know anyt hi ng.

VENDEZ
It’s cool. Sorry to ask. (Pause)So
you really think that guy was

Ji my, huh?
JON
He was.
VENDEZ

The Sheriff knows what she’s doing.
If it’s him we’ll find out.

JON
Hmph. . .



